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How fig wasps built communities worldwide? Pollinators, gallers, parasitoids and 

endless family drama 

 

Dr. Jean-Yves Rasplus is Research Director at Institut Nationale pour l'agriculture, 

l'alimentation et l'environnement (INRAE) in Montpellier, France. He completed his PhD 

in parasitoid community ecology at the University of Paris-Orsay in 1988. Over his long 

career, he has worked on the taxonomy, ecology and evolutionary biology of a wide range 

of organisms, Coleoptera, Lepidoptera, Hemiptera and especially Hymenoptera as well 

as taxonomy and evolution of fig trees. His main research focus has been chalcidoid 

wasps – notably fig wasps and other groups of importance for biological control. He has 

made major contributions to Chalcidoidea phylogenomics at both superfamily and family 

levels (e.g. Agaonidae, Chalcididae, Eulophidae, Eurytomidae, Pteromalidae). 
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